
BOARD OF HEALTH VIRTUAL MEETING 

Tuesday July 6, 2021 – 5:00 pm VIA ZOOM 

 

PRESENT: Andy Fisher, Chair; Louise Maron; Peter Cohen; Fred Schubert; Valerie Bird, Berkshire 

Alliance; Tony Segal; Emilie Jarrett, R.N., Comm. Health Assn.; Ron Veillette, Cons. Comm. 

Andy called the meeting to order as the first order of business,  

Review and Approval of the Minutes of the June 1, 2021 Meeting: There being no discussion, a 

motion was made by Peter to approve the Minutes as read. The motion was seconded by 

Louise and adopted by unanimous vote. 

Unanticipated Topic: Ron reported to the Board that several old tires and some garbage have 

been taken out of Richmond Pond by Peter Miller who resides at the property on Shore Road 

just at the edge of the Pond. Suggestions for a remedy to that kind of behavior included 

mounting game cameras to try to determine who the culprit is. Dumping of that sort is illegal 

and can be fined. It was also suggested that the State Police barracks in Lee, who regularly 

patrol the area, be advised. Andy will call Ken Kelly, the head of the Pond Association and ask 

that he contact the State Police and alert the Richmond Shores Assn. members to be aware. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Hilltop Orchards: Val reported that the septic design for the house is complete and approved. 

Perc test results for the facility are now available and the engineer has been asked to begin the 

design of that system. Things are moving forward since the owner wishes to expand his 

business but is unable to do so with the limited permit the Board has approved. That permit will 

only be expanded when both septic systems are installed and inspected. 

Personal Property Equipment: There was a discussion of the issue of Richmond Town Hall 

receiving equipment from the Berkshire Alliance. It was unclear as to whether the Town would 

or would not receive that equipment and, indeed, whether there was even any need for it. 

Andy will contact Laura Kittridge at the Alliance and request clarification. 

Abandoned Property Update: Valerie reported that one of the houses is in the process of being 

sold, but she is unaware of any activity regarding clearing of the property. She will ask the 

owner what his intentions are. On State Road another property going up for sale is undergoing 

a perc test. Val will follow up with the remaining property to determine what the plans are. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Inter-Municipal Agreement: There are two documents in question: An agreement between the 

Town and the BRPC that continues the Town’s purchase of the services of Valerie Bird and Ed 

Fahey as Board of Health Agents and a separate agreement between the Town and the BRRPC.  



Current News & Events: It was simply noted that information forwarded to Town Hall from the 

Mass. Board of Health has been sent to Andy for review. He passes on to the Board anything 

that appears to be of interest or importance or that needs to be dealt with. 

Valerie noted that she has spoken to Ed Fahey who is waiting for the report from the Building 

Inspector to issue a permit to Camp Russell. There was some question as to whether the Camp 

has begun operations. Val will clarify with the Building Inspector. 

 Community Health Report: Emilie reported that the COVID-19 infection rate both in Richmond 

and overall has declined significantly. The last reported new case in Richmond was in April. She 

has had no further information concerning the need for or availability of booster shots.  

Vaccination rate in Richmond is 66%, which is not as high as would be desirable, particularly 

considering the increasing incidence of the variant virus and the excellent record of the vaccine 

to protect against serious illness from that variant. Surprisingly, the lowest level of vaccination 

(57%) is among the 50 to 64-year-olds. This prompted a discussion of ways to increase that 

percentage with education, availability and incentives. Emilie will find out if the mobile 

vaccination clinic van is available to the Town so that plans can be made to set a date for a free 

clinic. The Town Administrator could then issue a reverse 911 call to all residents to advise 

when and where the vaccine will be available. Once Emilie has that information, Andy will set 

an emergency meeting to make those arrangements. 

Emilie advised that in June there were two cases of anaplasmosis, a tick-borne disease, and a 

case of cryptosporidiosis, a disease of the bowel caused by a germ, a parasite called 

Cryptosporidiosis. The most common symptom is watery diarrhea. The disease is spread via the 

fecal-oral route. There is no specific treatment, but frequent handwashing is important.  

An incident of infection by the vibrio bacteria was detected locally. Emilie explained that there 

are two kinds of this bacteria: the toxigenic form that causes cholera and the non-toxigenic 

form that causes a far less dangerous illness. This bacterium is associated with ingesting raw 

shellfish, but a thorough investigation of the suspected source was unable to find any 

deficiencies in the handling of the shellfish.  

Next Meeting: The next meeting of the Board of Health will take place on August 3, 2021 at 

5:00 PM via Zoom. 

There being no further business before the Board, a motion  was made to adjourn the meeting. 

The motion was seconded and adopted by unanimous consent.   


